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BAA President 
   Neil J. Lange, Retired Faculty 

Vice Presidents 
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   Mark Overall, ‘03 

Co-Treasurers 
   Lawrence Levin, ’57 
   Christine Salamone, ’73 & Fac. 
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   Carlos Alvarez, Jr.  

Faculty Liaisons 
   Richard Rittling - Academics 
   Mary DelSignore - Athletics

Class of 2024 
   -Linda Barker Moore,’68 
   -Carol Newman Caserta, ’60 
   -Marsha Jadd, ’58 
   -Mark Overall, ‘03 
   -Christine Salamone, ‘73 
   -Joanne Szwejbka, Faculty
Class of 2025 
   -Deby Fox-Hahn, ’60 
   -Christopher Hough, 73 
   -Neil Lange, Faculty 
   -Amanda Robert, Parent 
   -Marilyn Wittman, Faculty 
   -Jacqueline Hillary Jordan, ‘72
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Centennial Celebrations - 
Mark your calendars for Our Gala 100 year Weekend  
- September 19, September 20 & September 21, 2025

Class of 2026 
   -Cecilia Henderson, Faculty 
   -Margaret Lanz Puzio, ’68 
   -Lawrence Levin, ’57 
   -Roslyn Righetti,’74 
   -Amy Visniesky, Faculty 
   -Kathy Bulluck, Faculty 
   -Tara Maj, Faculty

Next year - 2025 - marks the 100th Anniver-
sary of the opening of Bennett High 
School. Your Alumni Association is pre-

paring for some MAJOR celebrations. Mark your 
calendars for the weekend of September 19th, 
20th and 21st, 2025. Here’s what we are pre-

paring. Our committees are looking for assistance. 
Please call Neil at 716-308-5451 to volunteer.

     On Friday, September 19, 
2025, the doors of Bennett will 
open wide for tours of the build-
ing. There will be wine and 
cheese and lots of fellowship. We 
are encouraging individual classes 
to arrange outings following the 
tours. Please let us know where 
your class will be gathering.

     Saturday morning we are plan-
ning a Bennett Football Game. I 
know, our rival Kensington is no 
longer in existence, but our fan-
tastic State Champion Team will 
face a rival worthy of your atten-
tion. Food trucks and lots of fun 
will be there.

     A Gala Dinner / Dance will 
take place at the Buffalo-Niagara 
Convention Center that evening 
starting at 6:00pm. We are still in 
the early planning stages, but we 
will be having a sit down dinner, 
lots of blue and orange decora-
tions, photo booth and lots of 
memories.

     Sunday, September 21, at 1:00 
pm, we will cap off the celebration 
with Brunch at the Marriott 
LECOM. As a part of this event, 
we will hold our annual meeting (a 
short update of all that we do) and 
induct our Honor Roll Recipients. 
Remember, if you would like to 
nominate a candidate to be in-
ducted, please use the form on 
page 10.


     We have selected Marriott 
LECOM as our hotel for weekend 
accommodations. Although you 
cannot book rooms before Sep-
tember 19, 2024, we wanted to 
give you the number in this publi-
cation. You can reach the Marriott 
at 866-792-9206 and let them 
know it’s for the Bennett 100th 
Anniversary.

     As always, we need your help. 
You can volunteer for a commit-
tee, or most importantly you can 
spread the word. (See article on 
page 3.) We are looking for EVENT 
SPONSORS for the celebration 
and commemorative ads for our 
program. Details about all of this 
will follow in separate mailings 
and through emails. 

     Also, we need class leaders. 
Would you be willing to make con-
tact with all of your classmates 
and help us update our database? 
Believe it or not, we have some 
classes in the 1980s that have 
fewer than 40 names listed. We 
really need your help! Please call 
Neil Lange at 716-308-5451 if you 
are able to be the person that will 
make these things happen.

     With everyone working togeth-
er, we are going to have the best 
celebration that our beloved Ben-
nett Tigers have ever given!

http://www.bennettalumni.com
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Our President Reports…Lewis J. Bennett … Standing Above the Rest

Cathy Christopher Colicchia Honored
Class of 1991

BY NEIL LANGE, FACULTY

I’m often asked, “How is Ben-
nett doing these days?” I al-
ways have an easy job report-

ing about all of the positive 
things that are happening at our 
beloved alma mater. 
    The very first thing I report 
about is our graduation rate. 
Since the inception of the new 
Innovative Technology Program 

seven years ago, students have shown the impact of 
a solid educational program with their high grades. 
These grades have resulted in a graduation rate 
ranging between 87% to 93%.  
    I then continue to report about similar schools 
within the Buffalo Public Schools. McKinley gradu-
ated 71% of their seniors in 2023, Riverside was 
63% and East was 71%. Our Tigers graduated at an 
88% rate. Just for comparison, Buffalo’s average 
graduation rate is 79% and the NYS graduation 
rate is 86%. 
    Most people are awed by this data. I know I am. I 
always follow-up with credit to a strong adminis-
trative team and a great faculty. I also have to pro-
claim that many of the special extras that make for 
the success is directly credited to our Bennett 
Alumni Association. 
    We have two great resources that most other 
schools don’t have. We have a great Alumni Board 
who not only meets to plan alumni related projects, 
but also works to raise the money to fund the vital 
programs that give our students the edge. We also 
have the most dedicated group of alumni donors 
that readily support the Association through their 
charitable giving. (Through your generosity, we  
raised $47,540.00 last year.) 

    We make a huge difference, and the data doesn’t 
lie!!! 
    We fund an Academic Celebration to honor our 
students every five weeks. Prizes, food and other 
motivators are given to those students who demon-
strate academic achievements. We also sponsor 
Attendance Incentives. Each month, the staff 
tracks attendance and rewards those students who 
are coming to school! 
    Our Mini Grant Program gives teachers the 
chance to share learning experiences that go be-
yond the ordinary curriculum. Please note the 
many examples included throughout this news-
letter. Funds needed to support these enriching 
experiences come from you, our generous alumni 
donors. This past year $6262.54 was distributed to 
our staff to carry out innovative instruction. 
     In addition, we have special lines in our budget 
for the football team, the swim team, the Esports 
team and for other sports teams.  
     Most importantly, we still fund over $10,000.00 
in Educational Grants (previously called Scholar-
ships) to our outstanding seniors. The administra-
tive line in our budget provides opportunities for 
our principal to help needy students, support other 
academic projects, and sponsor a field day each 
year to celebrate students.  
     Aside from financial support, many members of 
our Alumni Board serve as advocates and meet 
regularly with District staff to champion our 
school. We have very high expectations for Ben-
nett. 
    Our new Membership year starts now. Please get 
your membership check to us today so we are pre-
pared in September to get back to the business of 
supporting OUR SUCCESS!

A ssemblyman Bill Conrad pre-
sented Cathy Christopher 

Colicchia a NYS Assembly 
proclamation honoring her for her 
excellence in serving the communi-
ty as a Woman of Distinction. 
Cathy is responsible for coordinat-
ing transportation as the director of 
Independence Express at the 
Western New York Independent 
Living Center. She provides wheel-
chair accessible rides to those with 
disabilities.

     Congratulations, Cathy!

T he tickets for the Sports Hall of Fame 
can be purchased online at 

www.bennettalumni.com or by mailing a 
check made payable to Bennett Alumni 
Association, Inc. for $25.00 per person 
to:	 Bennett Sports Hall of Fame 

2885 Main Street 
Buffalo, New York 14214 

    Please include the names of all your 
guests. Tickets will be mailed to you for 
the evening.

    The committee is also looking for pro-
gram advertisements and sponsors. In-
formation can be obtained online at our 
website or by calling Neil Lange at 
716-308-5451.

Hall of Fame Tickets

http://www.bennettalumni.com
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Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
Saturday, October 19, 2024

Who is Missing?? 
We are Looking to Enlarge our 

Database!!

Do you have siblings and other relatives that 
went to Bennett High? Are you still in touch 
with your classmates? It could be that they are 

not getting our information! 
      We don’t mean to ignore them, but they may be 
among the many former Bennett students missing 

contact information in our database. 
When people move, we lose their 
mailing information. When people 
change phone numbers or emails, 
we can no longer contact them. 
      We know you are there because 
you received this copy of the Bea-
con. Please ask your friends and 

family if they received theirs. 
     IF THEY HAVEN’T RECEIVED A COPY EITHER BY 
MAIL OR ELECTRONICALLY, HAVE THEM CONTACT 
US!!! 
      They can be included by: 
• calling or texting Neil Lange, Alumni Association 

President, at: 716-308-5451 or 
• going to our website information page at  

bennettalumni.com or  
• scanning the QR code at the right! 

     We have major events coming up 
that they will want toknow about. 
Please help us find them.  
      (For the many who are no longer 
with us, we would like to know about 
them, too.) 
  
 

Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

In addition to some educational technology 
(Kami) which proved to be indispensable this 
year as well as the comput-

er chargers that the kids re-
lied on, we were able to get 
some very cool mineral and 
fossil specimens from the 
Buffalo Geological Societies 
Gem and Mineral Show host-
ed at the Hamburg Fair-
grounds this spring.  


     The samples really engaged 
the kids and helped bring the 
curriculum alive! — as much as 
an organism that's been dead for 
over 350 million years can bring 
something alive!!    

     Also, the minerals we were 
able to col-

lect were from here in NYS so 
it really helped us make con-
nections!

     Thank you for this oppor-
tunity to support our students 
with hands-on learning!

Hillary Kelkenberg - Earth Science Supplies

Robert Jesionowski - Business

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our 
Alumni for their generous support of our school 
business and your support of my students at 

Bennett.

     The Alumni Mini Grant has assisted my stu-
dents in producing various products for the Ben-
nett community, including LJB Christmas T-
Shirts, throwback college LJB T-Shirts, various 
buttons and LJB sweatpants (on sale Fall of 
2024)!!!

    I was also able to purchase a set of ten laptop 
chargers for my students to keep their BPS one-
to-one devices charged.

     Again, thank you for all you do in supporting 
my students and our school-based business!


(Ed. Mr. Jesionowski works with students with 
disabilities and has given them so much vital ex-
perience in operating a business. Earlier this year, 
his students produced T-Shirts for our alumni!)

Our 19th Annual Sports Hall of Fame Induction 
ceremony will take place on Saturday, October 

19, 2024 at 4:00 pm. This year’s inductees include:

• Tony Nash, ’04 Swimming, Football, Track

• Greg Hatten, ’78 Basketball

• Jerry Young, ’87 Basketball

• Jasmine Ball, ’08 Basketball, Volleyball, Softball

• Sharea Alsqqaf, ’06 Basketball, Volleyball, Soft-
ball

     We will also induct the following posthumously:

Doug Houch, ’74 Football

Torris Cross, ’70 Track , Football

Andy Funderburk, ’71 Baseball

Joe Alexander, ’69 Football

Jimmy Simmon, ’52 
     For ticketing information…see Page 2.


Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

http://www.bbbbbbbb/
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Please Mail to: Bennett Alumni Membership 
  2885 Main Street 
  Buffalo, New York 14214

Name _________________________________ Maiden Name _____________________Class_______
Address_____________________________________  Vocation _______________________________
City _______________________________________ State ______________ ZIP _________________
Phone Number ______________________________ Email ___________________________________

Please make checks payable to Bennett Alumni Association, Inc.

$75                             $50                               $25 • Basic Dues                     Other 

Century • $100                Gold • $101 - $199                 Platinum $200 - $499***                             Diamond $500+

If you prefer, use PayPal!   Visit us at www.bennettalumni.com

Bennett Alumni DuesThe New Membership Year

Dues to the Bennett Alumni Association, Inc. make such a huge impact. Through your generous con-
tributions, you have helped level the playing field for countless Bennett students. Your continued 
help makes a difference!  

      We thank you for your support!

For any questions about your DUES, to make additional 
contributions, or to find out about our legacy pro-
gram, call Neil Lange at 716-308-5451!

Membership runs from September 1, 2024 until August 31, 2025 

*** For information about how your gift of $250 or more can be used to 
sponsor a Memorial Garden paver, call Neil at 716-308-5451.

The Bennett High School Alumni Associa-
tion proudly announces the prestigious 
Bennett High School Alumni Award re-

cipients for the 2024 academic year. These 
awards, sponsored by the Alumni Association, 
aim to encourage students to achieve at the 
highest level by recognizing exemplary coop-
eration, leadership, and good citizenship.

     The Bennett High School Alumni Award is 
presented to Seniors, Juniors, and Sopho-
mores who have demonstrated a remarkable 
commitment to Bennett High School. This 
year's recipients have shown outstanding ded-
ication to their school community, making them 
worthy of this esteemed recognition.

     The 2024 awardees are:

	 - Senior: Chasity Williams

	 - Junior: Gerardo Saucedo

	 - Sophomore: Lorna Pack

     Assistant Principal, Mrs. Tracy Cotter pre-
sented the awards, praising the students for 

Class Day Tradition Continues - Honoring Outstanding Students
their exceptional contributions and encourag-
ing all students to continue striving for excel-
lence. 

     The Bennett High School Alumni Associa-
tion hopes that these awards inspire students 
to pursue their goals with determination and 
pride.

*** See note above

http://www.bennettalumni.com
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• In Memoriam •
(Reported since Winter 2024 Bennett Beacon)
Your additions or corrections are requested. 
Please forward to the Bennett Beacon staff.

Dr. Robert M. Green, ’67,  
 October 7, 2021 
Hyman B. Polakoff, ’58, age 82,  
 February 11, 2023 
Arnold Bernhard, ’56, age 85,  
 August 2, 2023 
Reginald C. Eyre, ’59, age 80, 
  August 10, 2022 
John I. Merganhagen, ’51, age 91,  
 September 21, 2023 
Sheldon M. Berlow, ’50, age 90,  
 January 12, 2024 
Robert D. Kolken, ’56, age 85, 
  January 13, 2024 
Robert L. Palmer, Jr. Ph.D., ’61, age 80, 
 January 29, 2024 
Alan Esperson, ’60, February 10, 2024 
Donald Meynecke, Jr., ’49, age 92,  
 January 30, 2024 
Barbara Becker Ebrite, ’51,  
 February 3, 2024 
Jean Laurie Floyd, ’50,  
 February 9, 2024 

Joseph F. Tuzzolino, ’68, age 74,  
 February 13, 2024 
Beth Lynn Rapport Hoffman, ’61, age 80, 
 February 15, 2024 
Doris Popper Benice, ’57, age 85,  
 February 20, 2024 
Barbara Wesselman Stark, ’46, age 94,  
 February 25, 2024 
Roberta (Bobbie) Jadd Goldberg, ’62, 
 age 78, February 29, 2024 
Virginia (Ginger) A. Ragland, ’69, age 73, 
 March 13, 2024 
James Guttuso, ’51, age 90,  
 March 18, 2024 
Gerald “Juice” A. Cantor, ’63, age 78,  
 March 31, 2024 
Naomi Karnofsky Mintzer, ’52, age 89,  
 April 4, 2024 
Dennis J. Speller, ’53, age 89, April 9, 2024 

Chandra Cooper Murphy, ’89,  
 April 16, 2024 
Marvin T. Dubin, ’55, age 86, 
  April 17, 2024 
Rita Levin Pollack, ’55, age 86,  
 May 6, 2024 
Frederick D.  Gordon, Jr., ‘66, age 76, 
 May 7, 2024 
Margaret Cook Lew, ’69, age 73,  
 May 21, 2024 
Allan Ross Lipman, ’50, age 92,  
 June 12, 2024 
Abie I. Rubenstein, ’50, age 92,  
 June 16, 2024 
Donald Mattea, ’51, June 19, 2024 
Theresa S. Gainey, Faculty (Guidance), 
 age 74, June 25, 2024 
Richard John Gehring, ’61, age 82,  
 June 27, 2024 
Raymond G. Skaine, ’57, age 85, 
 July 10, 2024 
Lois Oldstrom Tolley, ’51, July 11, 2024 
Natalie Baroch Kase, ’74, age 68 
 July 18, 2024 

Elizabeth Bailey - Competitive Video Gaming

I wanted to say thank you to you and the Ben-
nett Alumni Association for selecting ESports to 
receive one of the mini grants this school year. 

With the money, we were able to purchase nec-
essary equipment, including controllers for our 
XBOX/PlayStation/Nintendo Switch consoles, as 
well as access to multiplayer online gaming for 
the XBOX and a new game for the Switch.

     In addition, some of the money was used to 
fund the new Excellence in ESports Award, 
which is named in honor of former Bennett 
teacher, Mrs. Jackie Albarella. This award was 
presented to a Senior, 
Kamal Stephens, dur-
ing our Class Day 
awards ceremony. It 
included a certificate, 
a plaque from JAR 
Trophies and a $50 
gift certificate to 
GameStop.

     Thank you again 
for your support and 
encouragement of 
our current Bennett 
students. We ap-
preciate it!

Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

Diamond Club - $500+

Family of Marland L. Berdick, ‘49 
Richard Berkson, M.D., ‘64 
David M. Braunstein, ‘70 

Joan Broderick Mooney, ‘64 
Philip Celniker, ‘54 

Elaine Diringer, Faculty 
Robert S. Fink, Ph.D., ‘65 

Lorraine Huber Repicci, ‘55 
Sally Laurie Murphy, ‘51 

Harold S. Leader, ‘57 
Dr. James D. MacLowry, ‘53 

Evelyn Miller Swarts, ‘59 
Eva Roeder MacLowry, ‘53 

Robert A. Russell, ‘63 
Gordon T. Warme, ‘66 

Thanks to our MAJOR DONORS!

Other donors on page 11
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Trinity Ferguson, this year’s 
Charles Elbert Rhodes Scholar, 
will be attending Erie Commu-
nity College in the fall. She 
graduated with her NYS Re-
gents diploma with the Career 
and Technical Education En-
dorsement.

The Emmons B Farrar Schol-
ar, Muhsena Haq,will be 
attending the University at 
Buffalo in the fall. Muhsena 
was a member of the National 
Honor Society, National 
Technical Honor Society and 
earned her Advanced Re-
gents Diploma with the CDOS 
Credential and CTE En-
dorsement. She was a Sec-

tion 6 Scholar Athlete (tennis) this past year. 

The Leonard Sikora Schol-
arship was awarded to 
Machias Balazadeh, who 
will be attending SUNY Buf-
falo State in the fall to study 
to be a social studies 
teacher. Machias was a 
member of the National 
Honor Society and the Na-
tional technical Honor Soci-
ety. He earned his NYS Re-

gents diploma and CDOS Credential. Machias 
was a member of the school wellness team, 
Senior Board and took numerous AP courses. 


Maisha Azad, this year’s 
Lloyd Miller scholar, will be 
attending the University at 
Buffalo in the fall. Maisha 
was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and 
the National Technical Hon-
or Society. She graduated 
with her NYS Regents 
diploma with the CDOS 
Credential. Maisha was a 

member of the Senior Board and took numer-
ous AP courses. 


Jean Marie Kiiza, winner 
of the Marilyn Wittman 
Scholarship, will be at-
tending Trocaire College in 
the fall. Jean-Marie was a 
member of the National 
Honor Society and gradu-
ated with his NYS Regents 
diploma with the CDOS 
Credential. He was a 
member of the boys soc-

cer team.

The Alzena Wright Schol-
arship was awarded to 
Leo Marks, who will be 
attending the University at 
Buffalo in the fall to study 
Biology/Pre-Med. Leo 
graduated with a NYS Re-
gents diploma with the 
CDOS credential and CTE 
Endorsement. Leo was a 
member of the National 

Honor Society, the National Technical Honor 
Society and was enrolled in numerous Ad-
vanced Placement courses. 


Honoring Our Educational Grant Recipients

Bennett’s Class of 2024 was a “special class” according to Bennett faculty members. Many talented 
and conscientious students now join the ranks of proud Bennett Alumni. One of the  Bennett Alumni 
Association’s main goals is to provide Educational Grants for exceptional graduates. The students 

are selected by a scholarship committee composed of Bennett teachers, administrators, and counselors. 
This year’s scholars are featured here!

A portion of your Alumni Membership Dues funds our almost 
$10,000.00 in educational grants that are awarded each year.
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Steve Poliachik Scholar, 
Samantha Robert, will 
be attending Ithaca Col-
lege in the fall. Samantha 
was a member of the Na-
tional Honor Society and 
graduated with her NYS 
Regents diploma with the 
CDOS credential and CTE 
endorsement. Samantha 
was a member of the girls 

volleyball team and the bowling team. She was 
also a member of the Yearbook committee, the 
Senior Board and the Site Based Team.


A Bennett Alumni Scholar-
ship was awarded to MD 
Belal Hussain who will 
be attending the University 
at Buffalo in the fall. Hus-
sain was a member of both 
the National Honor Society 
and National Technical 
Honor Society. He gradu-
ated with his NYS Ad-
vanced Regents diploma 

and CDOS Credential. MD was a member of 
the Senior Board and took numerous AP cour-
ses. 


Ayshah Bhuiyan was the 
recipient of a Bennett Al-
lumni Scholarship. Ayshah 
will be attending SUNY 
Buffalo State College in the 
fall. She was a member of 
the National Honor Society 
and graduated with her 
NYS Regents diploma. 
Ayshah was enrolled in 
numerous Advanced 

Placement courses.

Congratulations to all 
eighty-five Bennett 

graduates. We wish you well as 
you move on to your next steps 
as young adults. We know that 
for you, like other Bennett 
grads, the best is yet to be.

Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

David Klimchuk - Mindfulness Materials

This year I was awarded a mini-grant to de-
velop a “Mindfulness/Meditation” space. 
With this grant, I purchased sensory tools 

such as: a white noise machine, essential oils 
and diffuser, non-electric “lava lamps”, and a zen 
garden/sand-tray. As the school social worker, 
these items have assisted me in grounding dys-
regulated and escalated students. At times, I do 
not even need to dialogue much with them. I 
simply direct them to the sensory options and 
they are able to find and utilize what they need. 

     This has helped me to diffuse conflict and 
avoid suspensions or time spent in the Student 
Support Room (SSR). The last half of the year, I 
began doing Community Circles each Friday in 
our Freshman English classes. On one occasion, 
I brought all of the classes to my room to see the 
sensory and mindfulness items. After that day, I 
had more students seeking to use the tools or 
obtain additional support. 


A s the world remem-
bers D-Day, Western 

New York pays tribute to 
its World War II heroes. 
Among them, is Clay Bihl, 
‘42 a Williamsville resident 
who recently turned 100 
and was honored for his 
remarkable service. Draft-
ed in 1942, Bihl fought in 

the Battle of the Bulge and vividly recalled his time 
in Austria, where soldiers navigated snowy moun-
tains on skis. His contributions to the success of 
the D-Day invasion were significant, with his exper-
tise and innovative ideas playing a crucial role in the 
planning and execution phases.

     After the war, Clay Bihl returned home and be-
came a long-time and beloved math teacher at 
Bennett High School. Remembered by his students 
as a kind and caring teacher, Bihl's legacy extends 
beyond his military achievements. His dedication to 
education and his compassionate approach to 
teaching left an indelible mark on the lives of many 
young people, further solidifying his status as a 
cherished member of the community.

Mr. Clay Bihl



 

Congratulations to 
Scott, ’70 and Danis 

(Norman), ‘70 Gehl on 
the occasion of their 50th 
wedding anniversary. 
Scott is a former Buffalo 
Common Council mem-
ber and executive direc-
tor of Housing Opportuni-

ties Made Equal. Danis is retired from UB’s Educa-
tional Opportunity Center.
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Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

Rebecca Poremba - NHS & Science Labs

Thank you for supporting the students this 
year. I received two mini grants, one for 
NHS and another for science labs. Without 

your help, the students wouldn't have had some 
awesome experiences I was able to give them 
this year.

     I have enclosed photos from both my lab and 
the NHS ceremony.

When you make 
a contribution 

to the Bennett 
Alumni Association, 
you make Science 
Lab experiences 
possible. Ms. 
Poremba was able 
to buy additional 
equipment that is 
not provided by the 
Buffalo Board of 
Education to en-
hance her instruc-
tion. Result: High 
Graduation Rates!!! 
Go Tigers!

Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

Jasmine Ball, ‘08 - Underground Railway Trip

I am writing to express our profound gratitude 
for the grant allowing my students to visit the 
Underground Railroad Heritage Center. While 

we were riding on the bus, some students stated 
they had never gone to Niagara Falls and had yet 
to realize it was so close to Buffalo, New York. 

    All 21 students were ecstatic and left the cen-
ter with more knowledge of their city and them-
selves. The Niagara Falls Heritage Center gave 
the students a historical glimpse of the people of 
Niagara Falls, especially Buffalo, N.Y, in facilitat-
ing freedom for the oppressed. The responses of 
the students and the questions that were asked, 
rest assured, was worth every penny. So much 
channeled into adding knowledge to our scholar 
students' lives. 
     I look forward to future collaborations and 
creating new learning experiences for our stu-
dents. 

2024 Honor Roll Honorees. See article and Nomi-
nation Form on page 10.
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We’d love to report about 
you! Please send your updates 
to us. Your friends would love 
to know what you’re doing. 
We’d love to know about your 
accomplishments!

       In honor of ____________________________________________ on the occasion of ________________________________ 


       In memory of _____________________________________________________________________________________________


       In thanks for: _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please notify: Name __________________________________________________ 
Address _____________________________________City _________________________________ State ______ ZIP __________ 

Your Gift of $ ____________ will be placed in the Scholarship Fund. (A $20.00 minimum would be appreciated.)
Your Name __________________________________________________________ Class ___________

Address _____________________________________________________________ Phone _________________________________

City _____________________________________ State _______ ZIP __________ email ___________________________________


Do you know someone who is celebrating a special occasion and you 
can’t find that perfect gift? Have you ever thought that it might be nice to 
honor the memory of a departed classmate? How about sending a 
thank-you for all that someone has done for you or a classmate?

    In our efforts to augment our scholarship fund, we have created this 
opportunity. This past year, we were able to assist graduates with almost 
$10,000.00 in money for college. We’d love to be able to do more!

Bennett Alumni Association, Inc. Scholarship Fund

Mail to: Bennett Alumni Association, Inc • 2885 Main Street • Buffalo, NY 14214

Please make checks payable to: Bennett Alumni Association, Inc

C
A

R
I

N
G

Have you considered 
making a contribution to 

our Bennett Alumni 
Endowment Fund?

Please remember 
Bennett Alumni in your 
Estate Planning and 
your Legacy Gifts!

For more information, 
call Neil Lange at 

716-308-5451.

As we wrap up another school year, we wanted to take the op-
portunity to thank all our Alumni friends for their generous and 
ongoing support.  Lewis J Bennett is extremely fortunate to 

have such a strong partnership with its alumni.  This year was espe-
cially exciting for our Wellness Team as we were able to reach many 
of our students directly with initiatives funded by our Alumni:

• LJB Tiger Wish List-48 items were purchased off our LJB Amazon 
Wish list and put in the direct hands of our students in need.  These 
items included student laptop chargers, clothing, and hygiene ne-
cessities.

• Holiday Gift Card Distribution-Alumni donated approximately 
$900.00 in gift card funds to our students and their families.  Fami-
lies were targeted based on identified needs.

• Holiday Giving Day Event-Over 100 students were given the op-
portunity to shop for their loved ones (family members, teachers, 
friends) free of charge.  Alumni and staff members donated hundreds 
of gifts and hours of their time to give students the opportunity to 
personally experience the joy of giving to others.

• Tiger Den Organization Tools-Alumni donated monies to secure 
clothing racks and organizational items to house basic necessities 
for our students.  Tiger Den items include winter clothing/shoes, dai-
ly clothing needs, hygiene items and special event attire (prom, in-
terviews).

• Field Day Surprise-Alumni allowed our students to celebrate their 
improved attendance by funding an ice cream truck for our Field Day 
event.


Mini Grants  
Your Membership Dues at Work

Linda Scinta - We Are Able to Reach Our Students Directly
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Alu m n i H o n o r Ro l l
Check Category:
__ Accounting 
__ Architecture 
__ Artisans & Crafters 
__ Arts 
__ Business 
__ Clergy 
__ Coaching 
__ Community Service 
__ Dentistry 
__ Education 
__ Finance 
__ First Responders 
__ Food Careers 

__ Forestry 
__ Government 
__ Health Professions 
__ Higher Education 
__ Historic Preservation 
__ Insurance 
__ Law 
__ Library 
__ Management/ 
          Consulting 
__ Media 
__ Medicine 
__ Military 

__ Music 
__ Nursing 
__ Pharmacy 
__ Politics 
__ Principals 
__ Superintendents 
__ Science/Aerospace 
__ Social Work 
__ Sports Professionals 
__ Teaching 
__ Travel/Hospitality 
__ Volunteerism 
__ Writing

Nominee ______________________________________ Class of ______ 
Address ____________________________________________________ 
City _______________________ State _________ ZIP _______________ 
Phone _____________________ E-mail ___________________________

Please include a brief description of the person’s achievements.

Information of person submitting the nomination.

Name______________________________________ Class of _________ 
Address ____________________________________________________ 
City ________________________ State ___________ ZIP ___________ 
Phone _____________________ E-mail __________________________

Please feel free to duplicate this form and send in as many nominations as desired. 
We would like to recognize all those Bennett Alumni who have done so much for 
our community. Please submit your nominations before February 15, 2025!

Return this form to: Bennett High School Alumni Honor Roll 
   2885 Main Street 
   Buffalo, New York 14214

please use this form to make your nomination to honor an alumni
2025 Nomination Form

BY CECELIA HENDERSON, FACULTY

Alumni Honor Roll 
Induction Ceremony

• Gift Received in Memory of… 
 Dr. Enrique Miyares 
  by Jacqueline Nitche Kottas, ’67 
 Roberta Jadd Goldberg. ’62 
  by Marsha Jadd, ’58 
 Charles Inman, ’47 
  By Robert Edelman, ‘45 

Your Alumni Association is forever grateful for those who make 
contributions in honor of or in memory of or in thanks for 

Bennett Alumni or anyone you wish to recognize. See page 9. 

The Bennett Alumni Honor Roll 
Induction Ceremony took 

place on Friday, June 7, 2024 in 
the school auditorium.

    The 2024 inductees were: 

• Joyce Graham Brown, ’72		 


Nursing

• James P. Gardon, ‘72  

	 Health Professions

• Leslie Ann Sapecky-Gray, ‘69 	
	 First Responders

• Kenneth H. Kaufman, ’67

	 Music

• Michael P. Logal, ’74

	 Business

• Wende Pollock, ’61

	 The Arts

• James T. Sandoro, ’62 

	 Historic Preservation

• Dr. Rona Lichtman Tananbaum, ’60  
	 Health Professions.

     Neil Lange, President of the 
Association, welcomed honorees 
and guests, and briefly shared the 
work of the Association. Mrs. Ce-
celia B. Henderson, Board Mem-
ber, served as Mistress of Cere-
monies.

     During the ceremony, inductees 
were acknowledged for their ca-
reer accomplishments, and their 
dedication to improve the quality 
of life for others. Each honoree 
was presented with an engraved 
memento. Following the Induction 
Ceremony, honorees joined alum-
ni, family, friends at the All Class 
Reunion for an evening of nostal-
gia, fellowship, and delicious re-
freshments.


“…just received your latest edition of Bennett 
Beacon - Alumni Edition. It’s the first I’ve re-
ceived. 
     “I commend your production of this news-
letter. It’s intelligent, clear, informative, factual 
and well-written. Someone, or everyone, in your 
editorial department has a good command of 
grammar, syntax, spelling and punctuation, and 
vocabulary. 
     “In other words, well-taught and educated 
students of Bennett High!!” -Donald Weyer, ‘67



 

Platinum Club - $200 - $499

Gold Club - $101 - $199

Century Club - $100

As of July 25, 2024, 2024. Please let us know if there are omissions or errors in our records. We’d be happy to check!

Barbara Aaron Snyder, ‘57
Samuel J. Alessi, Jr., ‘61

Roberta Allbert Dayer, ‘53
Jewell Bachman Meyer, ‘52

Holly Britz Nachbar, ‘56
Peter M. Cammarata, ‘75

Harold I. Cohen, ‘51
Carol Curtis Albright, ‘65

Darren Dahlke, ‘85
Joel L. Daniels, ‘56

Mary DelSignore, Faculty
Elsie Desenroth Colwell, ‘61

Francis J. DeYoung, ‘57
Thomas J. Dixon, ‘64

Dale Eddols Goodyear, ‘65 & Faculty
Dr. Thomas Edwards, ‘63

Robert P. Fine, ‘61
Lance Fogan, M.D., ‘58
Robert H. French, ‘53

Thomas L. Freudenheim, ‘55
James Friedman, ‘65

Daniel M. Gerstman, ‘66
Doris Goldwater Sunshine, ‘53

Stephen S. Gosch, ‘59
Gwendolyn Hanes Daugherty, ‘47

Phyllis Hanes Vogt, ‘53
Margaret Harris Hartley, ‘64

Cecelia B. Henderson, Faculty
Richard L. Hirsch, ‘50

Myron Hojsan, ‘71
Arthur Holloway, ‘90
Sanford Horwitz, ‘69

Christopher J. Hough, ‘73
Carl Johnson, ‘60

Joanne Kaplan VanDerveer, ‘71
James M. Kern, ‘67

Linda Konrad Byers, ‘60
Karen Kreinheder, ‘65

Robert F. Kreinheder, ‘53
Neil J. Lange, Faculty

Lynn Lederman Hirsch, ‘52
Andrew G. Mesches, ‘64

Marcia Mitchell Soden, ‘63

Donna Moslow Lawler, ‘60
Dr. Russell Nisengard, ‘60

Mario E. Nunez, ‘66
John Y. Pax, ‘54

Janice Y. Porter Ferguson, Ph.D., ‘66
Harry L. Powazek, ‘73
Janet Robinson, ‘68

Charles E. Rush, Jr., ‘57
Clair Saia Poliachik, Faculty

Christine Salamone, ‘73 & Faculty
Sue Shaffer Gardner, ‘48

Scott L. Slesinger, ‘68
Robert L. Sloan, ‘53

Judith Stecker Kugel, ‘60
Nils A. Vigeland, ‘68

Florence L. Vizzi Rosse, ‘56
Thomas S. Wallsten, ‘60

Donna Weber Wattman, ‘59
Anthony Wells, ‘91
Gary L. Wolfe, ‘68
Daniel Wood 2004

Leslie Wright Jones, ‘60
Judith Zent Deck, ‘59

Elizabeth Arnone Young, ‘83
Jeffrey Arnone, ‘79

Nancy Becker Kuhn, ‘59
Pat Burke Young, ‘55

Alan S. Carrel, ‘60
Beverly Davis Blue, ‘61
Ronald K. Dollmann, ‘60
Leah Dukes Ingram, ‘68

Chetachi Egwu, ‘91
Judith Eppers Horn, ‘60
Larry Fink (River), ‘68

Ellen Fleysher, ‘62
Linda Franklin Harris, ‘60

Margaret A. Galvin Premus, ‘72
Scott W. Gehl, ‘70
Seymour Gitin, ‘52

Janet Headley Brown, ‘71
Maxine Y. Herring Hall, ‘62

Jacqueline Hillary Jordan, ‘72 & Faculty
Philip H. Hubbell, ‘56

Christine Beebe Jehle Whitman, ‘68 & Fac
Elaine Kaiser Kellick, ‘59

Richard A. Killinger Jr., ‘64
Robert J. Klein, ‘68
Peter S. Kristall, ‘57

Carolyn “Cookie” Kulick Weil, ‘60
Douglas A. Lang, ‘56

John C. Lanz, ‘67
Margaret M. Lanz Puzio, ‘68 & Faculty

Lawrence H. Levin, ‘57
Major Anthony M. Nash ’06

Carol Newman Caserta, ‘60 & Faculty
Marilyn Newman Walsdorf, ‘53

Danis J. Norman Gehl, ‘70
Donald J. Orsolits, ‘60

Nancy Paull McKeever, ‘57
Kathryn Poppenberg Kridel, ‘62

Carolyn Price Singletary PhD, ‘66
Jacquelyn D. Rettke Parkinson, ‘67

Judith Richardson Taetz, ‘54
Paul H. Riester, ‘70

Roslyn M. Righetti, ‘74
Allan H. Rosenblitt, ‘65

Marilyn Rutstein Schillroth, ‘65
Neil R. Sarles, ‘68

Patricia Schlehr Frizelle, ‘55
Louise Seereiter, Faculty

Harvey S. Serota, ‘61
Peter M. Silverberg, ‘56

Susan Silverman Carrel, ‘60
Barry L. Singer, ‘65

Frances Siskar Dickman, ‘57
Alvin H. Spector, ‘71

Pamela Stecker Weinrieb, ‘64
Jean Travis Boccuti, ‘57

Lawrence A. Veronica, Faculty
Lynn S. Weissman Klein, ‘68

Marilyn Bass Buxbaum, ‘54
Rosanne Bednarcyk Cahn, ‘62

Dr. Al B. Benson III, ‘68
Phillip Brothman, ‘56

Karen Carr Hopkins, ‘73
Richard F. Carver, M.D., ‘55
Carol Cicarell Ottaviani, ‘60

Tony Cox, ‘71*
Richard Dattner, ‘55

Cynthia Dayer Erb, ‘80
Donald P. Edwards, ‘65
Frank G. Emerling, ‘60
John P. Emerling, ‘64
Rachel Fabiano, ‘96

Jeffrey M. Freedman, ‘68
Marcia Freedman De Avila, ‘68

Hon. Paul L. Friedman, ‘61
Terrence Gamble, ‘65
James S. Gehring, ‘64

Stuart A. Gellman, ‘54
Don A. Gilbert, ‘60 & Faculty

Judith Lynn Green Brothman, ‘59
Salvatore J. Illuzzi, Ph.D., ‘64

Robert L. Johnson, Jr., ‘68
Dr. Leonard Katz, ‘53

Muriel Katz, ‘76
Kathleen Kinney, ‘91

Jacqueline Kottas Nitsche, ‘67
Glenn Kraemer, ‘68

Kenneth A. Kreinheder, ‘57
Dr. Ed & Linda Lazzaro Faculty
Rona Lichtman Tananbaum, ‘60

Leonard Ludwig, ‘55
David E. Manch, ‘60

Kenneth W. Matasar, MD, ‘60
Bruce A. McNallie, ‘56

Robin McNallie, ‘56
Dr. Robert Allen Nover, ‘57

Anne Osborn Krueger, ‘50
Robert L. Potter, ‘60
Don W. Rappold, ‘63

Margie Redstone Rosenstock, ‘65
Dr. Timothy J. Robinson, ‘80

David A. Rosen, ‘71
Ann Rynne Lozeau, ‘60

Leslie Ann Sapecky Gray, ‘69
Linda M. Scheffer, ‘61
Owen W. Schultz, ‘92

H. Leigh Severance, ‘56
Hon. Rosalie Stoll Bailey, ‘66

Robert C. Sugarman, Ph.D., ‘57
Bruce R. Thielking, ‘66

Dr. R. Ronald Toffolo, ‘50
Deirdre L. Webb, ‘89

Marcia Weymouth Coleman, ‘61
Ronald Willig, ‘56

Marilyn Wittman, Faculty

2023 - 2024 Major Alumni Donor
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Save the Dates!

Celebrating the 100th Anniversary of the founding of

• Friday, September 19, 2025 
• All Class Gathering and Reception at the school - Individual Class Celebrations -
Historic Car Show - Tours of the School.

• Saturday, September 20, 2025 
• Gala 100th Anniversary Dinner and Dance - preceded by … Homecoming
Parade - Bennett Tigers Football Game - Tour the Spectacular Downtown Canal Side.

• Sunday, September 21, 2025 
• Brunch - Alumni Association Annual Meeting - Honor Roll Induction Ceremony. 

1925 - 2025

E
xciting plans are underway to celebrate a century of educa-
tional excellence and fond memories that we were fortunate 

to find at our beloved Lewis J. Bennett High School.

Bennett Alumni Association, Inc. • 2885 Main Street • Buffalo, New York 14214 • 716-308-5451

Bennett High School
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	Congratulations to all eighty-five Bennett graduates. We wish you well as you move on to your next steps as young adults. We know that for you, like other Bennett grads, the best is yet to be.


